
CEC Walking Section Report for 2016 

 

We have had five well attended Saturday walks and a very successful Walking 

Weekend in Shropshire. There are five Saturday walks planned for 2017 together with 

a Walking Weekend in Haworth, Yorkshire in June. 

 

January - The walk started from Palmers Green Railway Station with 32 walkers and 

followed a path leading to the New River which is an aqueduct, completed in 1613, 

for bringing drinking water from Hertfordshire to North London. We were fortunate 

to have Harry Mistry, who works for Thames Water in our group since he was able to 

explain the purpose of many of the associated structures and features. Lunch was at 

The Brownswood, after having covered a distance of 6 miles. 

Thanks to Gordon Porter for arranging the walk and telling us about the places of 

interest. 

 

April - The walk started from Borough Green Railway Station with 14 walkers and 

followed a route through woods, fields, orchards and lanes leading up the Greensand 

Ridge through St Mary's Platt and Mereworth Woods. It then descended the scarp 

slope and proceeded through orchards to Plaxtol before going along the valley of the 

river Bourne to Basted.  We took lunch at the Plough at Basted before returning to 

Borough Green having walked 9 miles. 

Thanks to Graham Bessant for arranging the walk. 

 

May - The walk started from Penshurst Railway Station with 17 walkers and followed 

a route through fields and woods to Chiddingstone, where we stopped for a short 

break. We looked around the village and visited the Chiding Stone. We then 

continued on to Penshurst village, passing through the grounds of Penshurst Place, 

visiting St John the Baptist Church and passing through Leicester Square. We had 

lunch at the Leicester Arms before returning to Penshurst Railway Station having 

walked 7½ miles. 

Thanks to Stewart and Sally Biggs for arranging the walk. 

 

June Walking Weekend – This was the first visit of the Walking Group to Shropshire, 

the former home of Thomas Telford, the first ICE President.  The weekend 

commenced with an excellent dinner at the Buck’s Head in Church Stretton on Friday 

evening, when we were visited by ex-ICE President Colin Clinton.  

 

There were two walks both of which started from Church Stretton and were led by 

Catherine Murphy our excellent local guide. On Saturday morning 17 walkers from as 

far afield as Kent, Lancashire, Surrey, Wiltshire and Yorkshire, took a 12 mile walk 

over the Shropshire Hills to admire the outstanding scenery. There was a shorter 6 

mile walk on Sunday.  Lunch breaks were taken at popular local pubs enroute.  

 

The walkers made a contribution of £75.00 to Catherine’s local charity, South 

Shropshire Youth Forum, in appreciation or her services and hope to be able to return 

to the area in future. 

Thanks to Catherine Murphy for leading the walks and to Jane Clinton for assisting 

with accommodation and arrangements. 

 



September - The walk started from Hayes Railway Station with 14 walkers and 

followed a route onto Hayes Common and West Wickham Common to the Ranger’s 

House on Croydon Road. We then took a pathway behind the Ranger’s House, passed 

through Coney Hall Recreation Ground, where there is a Meridian Marker, saw St 

John’s Church and continued to Sparrows Den and Spring Park Woods, before 

heading back to Keston for lunch at the Fox Inn. After lunch we returned to Hayes 

Railway Station via the Three Commons Walk and passed by Keston’s three ponds 

having walked 7½ miles. 

Thanks to Derek and Margaret Gregory for arranging the walk. 

 

November - The walk started from East Croydon Railway Station with 35 walkers 

and followed the road to the Archbishops Croydon Palace and Croydon Minster, 

where 6 Archbishops of Canterbury are buried. The route joined the River Wandle in 

Wandle Park and continued past Waddon Ponds and Carew Manor, before going 

through Beddington Park and by Carshalton Ponds to The Racehorse for lunch. After 

lunch we walked by Carshalton Ponds, past Wilderness Island, through Poulter Park 

and followed the river to finish at Mitcham tram station, having walked 9 miles. 

Thanks to John Baron for arranging the walk and to Sandy for organising the lunch. 

 

Thanks to all our leaders for arranging such enjoyable walks. 

 

 

Dates for 2017:  8th April  Westerham, Kent 

  6th May  Gomshall, Surrey  

  9th September  Woldingham, Surrey 

  4th November  Liverpool St Station, London 
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